
Talawanda 
Middle School

4030 Oxford-Reily Road  --  513.273.3300

March 1, 2008

Dear Parents and Students:

! Spring is test time at TMS, and this year, the State 
of Ohio has moved the Ohio Achievement Tests to April 
21 - May 1!  Every student in grades 6, 7 and 8 will take 
an Ohio Achievement Test in reading and math; 7th 
grade students will take a writing test; and 8th graders 
will test in science and social studies.  The tests are 
aligned with Ohio"s academic content standards, 
adopted by the State Board of Education.  These tests 
are a result of the Federal No Child Left Behind Act, re-
quiring each state to create high standards, annual as-
sessments, and accountability for teachers and school 
districts. Remember to get a good night"s sleep, eat a 
nourishing breakfast, and be at school on time during 
the testing weeks!
! This year"s spring conferences will be held on 
Tuesday, April 8 from 3:00 - 7:00 p.m. and Thursday, 
April 10 from 3:00 - 6:00 p.m.  All tribes are planning 
student-led conferences, so you should expect a differ-
ent format on conference night.  Student-led confer-
ences focus on the student and give your child the op-
portunity to share his/her challenges and successes 
with you.  Students and teachers are busy preparing 
portfolios and practicing presentations for this very im-
portant night.  Some parents still prefer to meet indi-
vidually with the team of teachers, and if this is your 
preference, please call your child"s counselor and set 
up a team meeting.
! The annual TMS Talent Show evening perform-
ance is scheduled for Wednesday, March 19 at 7:00 
p.m. in the TMS gym.  This performance is for parents 
and families only.  TMS students will have the opportu-
nity to see the show the next day during matinee per-
formances at school.  The performers, directed by Mr. 
Edwards, have put in many hours of rehearsal for this 

year"s show, and it promises to be one of the best!  
Don"t miss it!
! The PTG annual candy sale is just around the 
corner!  Students will receive an info/permission slip on 
Tuesday, March 4, which must be given to the PTG 
candy distributor before your child will be given candy to 
sell for the fundraiser.  Candy will go home with stu-
dents on Wednesday, March 5.  Please participate by 
permitting your child to sell a box of candy to friends 
and relatives.  This is PTG"s major fundraiser and all 
proÞts support student projects and programs during the 
year.  Students who sell one box of candy will be per-
mitted to attend the Main Event in the spring.
! As the warmer days approach, your help is appre-
ciated in assuring that your child adheres to the TMS 
Dress Code as stated in the student handbook on page 
16.  Each year, we Þnd ourselves sending students 
home to change into clothes that are appropriate for 
school.  Unacceptable forms of dress are pajamas, 
droopy pants, short shorts or skirts, halter tops, bare 
midriffs, tank tops, muscle shirts, spaghetti straps,  and 
sunglasses.  All shirts must be long enough to be 
tucked in.  We recognize that students need to exercise 
their freedom of expression, but we wish to provide a 
serious educational environment for our students.  If 
you have any questions, please contact our ofÞce.

! Don"t forget to jump forward an hour when Day-
light Savings time begins on March 9!

Sincerely,

Sharon Lytle

Principal
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TMS SPRING EVENTS

 March 4 7th & 8th Grade Band &   
    Jazz Ensemble  @ 7:00
    PTG Candy Sale Permissions  
    Slips Distributed

   5 PTG Candy Distributed

   6 6th Grade Band Concert  
    @ 7:00

   7 Rescheduled Straight A   
    Breakfast

   11 Track Practice Begins
    PTG/M.C. @ 6:30   
   
   12 7th & 8th Grade Chorus        
                               Concert @ 7:00

   17 Spring Pictures
    Board Meeting / Marshall 
    @ 7:30

   18 6th Grade Chorus Concert 
    @ 7:00

   19 Evening Talent Show/  
    Parents & Family Only  
    @ 7:00

   20 End of Qtr. 3
    Talent Show/Matinee for  
    students @ 8:00 a.m. & noon

   21 Recess Day / No School

   24 Spring Break Begins!

   31 Classes Resume

 

April  4 Report Cards Home

  8 8th grade tours of THS
   Conferences - 3:00-7:00

  10 Conferences - 3:00-6:00

  21 OAT Testing
   7th & 8th Grade Reading
   Board Meeting / Reily @ 7:30

  24 OAT Testing
   7th & 8th Grade Math

  25 Interims Mailed

  28 OAT Testing 
   6th Grade Reading OAT

  29 OAT Testing
   7th Grade Writing
   8th Grade Science
   PTG / M.C. @ 6:30

May  1 OAT Testing
   6th Grade Math OAT
   8th Grade Social Studies
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Best Fundraiser EVER!!
 

Once again the Talawanda PTG is sponsoring 
its annual Candy Sale to raise funds to sup-
port our school.  Each year we distribute 
1000s of dollars for book,  computers, sup-
plies and other items that make TMS a great 
place to go to school.  This Kick Off for the 
sale will be next Tuesday, March 4. Look for 
permission slips to come home that day.  All 
students who wish to participate must have a 
signed permission slip from a parent or 
guardian.  All participants will receive candy 
cases and have until March 14 to sell.  Money 
and any undamaged candy is due back to 
TMS by the end of the day, Friday March 14.  
Checks are appreciated and may be made out 
to TMS PTG.  At the end of the school year 
their will be prizes and a party with games 
and fun activities for all students who sell 
candy.  Please support TMS PTG in this one 
fundraiser we hold.  Any questions or con-
cerns may be directed to Ann Bader, Candy 
Sale Chair, 513 461-3150 or email 
swimbaders@yahoo.com.  

Become a Band Booster Officer   

For Middle School and High School 
Band Parents

   
Have you ever wondered why “they” don’t 
do something obviously needed?  Or why 
“they” do those strange things that don’t 
seem to work? Or, do you have ideas that 
could improve on how things are working? 
Now is the time for you to find out and get 
involved.   Turn your ideas for the Band into 
reality.  We are growing and we need your 
help now.

The Talawanda Band Boosters need people 
interested in becoming official assistants for 
ALL of the current officer positions.  The as-
sistant jobs are new to the Board and are 
outlined on the Band Booster web site, 
linked with the THS site.  The Assistants will 
help out while gaining experience in these 
positions.  A Board Member holds a position 
for two years.  It has been decided that hav-
ing an assistant will make the transition 
smoother and easier for the individual, and 
the organization as a whole.
Please take a look at the Booster site.  If 
you are interested in working with the Band 
Boosters please email Cindy Schneider at 
cschneider7@woh.rr.com  and let us know 
which position you’d like to discuss.  Or call 
Cindy Schneider at 523-3380 to discuss it 
first.

We at the Band Boosters look forward to 
hearing from you soon. 
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 Celebrating Awesome Artists of the Future!
! ! ! By Jan Hunsche

! The Talawanda Middle School 8th Grade 
Honors Art Class will  exhibit  their work, on Thurs-
day, March 13th, at The Knolls of Oxford with an 
Open House reception from 5:00 to 7:00 at the 
Commons. Twenty-Þve very talented and creative 
students submitted portfolios during the Spring of 
their 7th Grade school year, and were then se-
lected, because of their strong interest and talent in 
art, to be in this class.  The class was reinstated 
four years ago,  by Mrs. Jan Hunsche as an avail-
able elective for 8th grade students.  The class is a 
helpful stepping stone in preparation for their inter-
est in art at the high school level. 
! The students" knowledge in art has grown 
through the various projects that were completed 
during the fall semester of this school year. The 
exhibit at The Knolls was the idea of Carol Bowers, 
who asked to showcase the students work. She 
believes art education is essential for the healthy 
development of children"s minds and spirits and is 
an integral part of their broad-based educational 
experience. #Students learn through art to identify, 
appreciate, and participate in the art of their own 
communities. #Participation in a community exhibit 
brings excitement and exhilaration to the learning 
process and to everyone involved. 
! March is Youth Art Month!  An annual obser-
vance each March since 1961, Youth Art Month 
emphasizes the value of art education for all chil-
dren and  encourages public support for quality art 
programs.  This month we celebrate young people 
creating and enjoying art! Art education often is 
wrongly considered a ÒfringeÓ program.  In reality, it 
provides students with skills they will need as 
adults.  Art education develops self-esteem and 
self expression, as well as appreciation for the 
work of others.  It also develops critical thinking 
skills that will be important as children continue 
their education, and as they enter the working 
world.  Our fast-changing environment will require 
that future leaders - today"s children - be creative 
and imaginative in problem-solving.  These skills 
are learned best by students involved in art. 
! Come to the Knolls on March 13th for a won-
derful  art adventure and enjoy TAKING PART IN 
ART!

!very child is an ar"st.......

# $e problem is how % remain a& 

ar"st once he/she grows up.   #

# # # # # # # Pablo Picasso

Dear Parents,

 March is Youth Art Month!  It is an annual 
observance each March since 1961 to emphasize 
the value of art education for all children, and to 
encourage public support for quality art pro-
grams.  This month we want to celebrate young 
people creating and enjoying art.  Art education 
is often wrongly considered a “fringe” program.  
In reality, it provides students skills they will 
need as adults.  Art education develops self-
esteem and self expression, as well as apprecia-
tion for the work of others.  It also develops criti-
cal thinking skills that will be important as chil-
dren continue their education and as they enter 
the working world.  Our fast-changing environ-
ment will require that future leaders - today’s 
children - be creative and imaginative in 
problem-solving.  These skills are learned best by 
students involved in art. 
 There are many planned fun art activities 
for this month-long celebration.  The 8th Grade 
Honors Art class will be having an exhibit at the 
Knolls of Oxford with a reception on March 
14th.  Also applications and portfolios  for next 
year’s Honors Art class will be handed in before 
we go on Spring Break.  
 Please display this calendar in a visible area 
for the month. I hope you help your child par-
ticipate in these art adventures and enjoy TAK-
ING PART IN ART!

Artfully yours,

Jan Hunsche
Art Teacher
Talawanda Middle School
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Using Y our Head 
While Searching the W eb

Tala wanda District Librar y 
Media Centers
March 2008

INTERNET TIP:  Cyberbullies.  IÕv e cov-
ered this topic bef ore, but it nev er hur ts 
to repeat v er y im por tant inf or mation.  
Brießy , here are some tips f or dealing 
with Cyberbullies. 
 

1) Ignore the person
2) Block or delete the person
3) Change your inf or mation
4) If there is a proÞle that was cre -

ated about you without your 
kno wledg e, contact the com pany 
r unning the site & ha ve it Þx ed.

5) If you are upset about what is 
being said, talk to someone you 
tr ust. !

6) Never ar rang e to meet with 
someone you met online.

This is a v er y serious issue, and one that  
should not be tak en lightl y.  Stay safe. 

WEB SITES:   For additional inf or mation 
about this topic go to:
www .cyberbull y411.org
www .GetNetWise.or g

DonÕt lose your head Ð use it Ð to re-
search wisel y on the w eb!!

Carol Morison
THS Librar y Media Specialist

National Board Cer tiÞed Librarian
morisonc@tala wanda.or g

! ! ! 273-3262

 TMS Track and Field!
      2008

 TMS Track and Field practice will begin 
on Tuesday, March 11th after school in the 
middle school gym!  Practice ends at 4:15 
the first day.

 If you have NOT had a physical for a 
school sport earlier this school year, you 
need to get one BEFORE you can practice.  
Blank physical forms are available in the 
main office. 

 Track information packets will be 
available by the last week of February and 
may be picked up in the main office.

 Contact TMS Athletic director Mr. 
Brock or TMS Head Track Coach Jim Carter 
at 513-273-3651 or carterj@talawanda.org if 
you have any questions.
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