Talawanda High School

Senior Guidance Newsletter #1 September 2007

Dear Seniors and Parents,

As you approach this final year of high school, you may be feeling many
different emotions. There is often much excitement about the many events that will
take place and a growing satisfaction that all your hard work will finally be rewarded.
Many of you, however, may also be feeling anxious about the decisions that must be
made during this year. Your decisions will have a lasting impact on both your
personal and professional life... so make them carefully.

Fortunately, you have lots of help! Your parents, teachers, and counselors are
all willing to assist you. Above all we hope that you will find the THS counseling staff a
valuable resource as you make your plans for "life after high school". You may be
considering a four-year university, two-year college, technical school, apprenticeship,
on-the-job training, or a military career. Whatever choice you make, the counselors are
available to help you locate information, fill out applications, secure forms or obtain
contacts.

There are several ways the Guidance Office communicates career and college
information. Monthly newsletters to seniors and their parents are one form of
communication along with Channel 17, bulletin boards, announcements and the
newspaper. Newsletters will be passed out at school and will appear in the THS
Guidance section of the district web page www.talawanda.net. Special events will be
planned during and after the school day for you and your parents to attend.

Another valuable tool is the Career Center located between the Guidance
Office and Media Center. The materials available for your use are college viewbooks;
video tapes, CDOsand other computer generated programs; military catalogs; career
references and much more.

The entire Guidance staff would like to wish you a wonderful senior year. Call
our office during school hours at 273-3218 or come in and set up an appointment if
you have concerns or questions. We want to help make the transition into the next
phase of your life as smooth as possible.

Frequently Asked Questions about the ACT/SAT

1. How important are these tests in determining my admission to college?
Although most colleges report that they give more consideration to the GPA.

and class rank colleges do look at test scores carefully. In fact, many create a formula

to include GPA., class rank and college entrance scores. Additionally, the



assessment results are often considered as part of scholarship and grant awards for
universities and scholarship agencies.

2. Who should take these tests?

Any student who is planning to attend college needs to have an entrance exam
score, but students who have not yet made a decision should also consider taking
one or both tests. Having a test score keeps the option open to go to college.

3. What if my scores seem significantly out of line with my GPA and class rank?

This is not unusual. While there can be many explanations, here are two of the
most common. 1) If your test scores are well below your GPA., this may indicate that
you are a hard working student who performs well on a daily basis but has some
difficulty applying learned material under testing conditions. 2) If your test scores are
significantly better than your GPA., you may be a student who has yet to reach your
optimal potential.

4. What are the important facts about the ACT?

The ACT is a content-based, achievement test measuring what a student has
learned in school. It has 4 required components: English, mathematics, reading and
science. The scores are based on the number correct with no correction for guessing.

There is a writing test along with the traditional ACT Assessment known as
OACTPIlus Writing.OThe Writing Test is an optional choice for students based upon the
institutionOspolicies.

Now students can register for either the ACT Assessment (English, reading,
math, science) OR the ACT Assessment Plus Writing (English, reading, math,
science, and writing test). The writing score is graded separately and is not part of the
composite score.

5. What are the SAT program basics?

The SAT is a test measuring critical thinking skills, reasoning, and verbal
abilities. It assesses how well students analyze and solve problems. The SAT is
aptitude-based and measures how OlearnedOknowledge is applied. The test
includes a mandatory writing component as well as some changes to the existing
math and critical reading (formerly verbal) sections. The SAT has a correction for
guessing. That means they take off for wrong answers.

The SAT Subject Tests are designed to measure studentsOknowledge and
skills in particular subject areas, as well as their ability to apply that knowledge.
Students take the subject tests to demonstrate to colleges their mastery of specific
subjects like English, history, mathematics, science and languages. Language tests
with Listening are administered on CDs rather than on cassette tapes. Test-takers
will need to provide a portable, battery-operated, non recording, non digital CD player.

6. How do | decide which test to take?

It is always wise to check with your prospective colleges to see which test they
accept. Many will accept either. In general, the ACT seems to be particularly popular
with Midwestern colleges while eastern schools tend to prefer the SAT.



7. When should | take these tests?

Most students take these tests during the 2nd semester of their junior year and
repeat them in the beginning of their senior year. This gives students some flexibility
in scheduling retests and meeting college and scholarship deadlines. If you have not
taken either test you should register for the next available one.

8. How many times may | take the tests?

There is no limit to the number of times you may take either test. However, both
testing companies report that students do not significantly improve their scores after
taking the test more than three times.

Students should consider retesting if they: 1) had any problem during the test,
such as misunderstanding the directions; 2) did not feel physically well; 3) had
feelings of anxiety; 4) are not satisfied that scores accurately represent their abilities.

9. What if | score better on my first test than my second?
Schools normally take the higher score.

10. How do I register for either test?

Registration packets may be picked up in the THS Guidance Office. Students
are responsible for completing and mailing the application form by the deadline date.
Talawanda High School is a test site for the ACT.

ACT and SAT prefer online registration. You can register for the SAT at
www.collegeboard.com and for the ACT go to www.act.org. By registering online your
test date and test site is confirmed immediately.

11. How should I prepare for my college entrance tests?

Free booklets with practice questions are available in the Guidance Office.
Students may pick them up with their applications. Practice workbooks, software, etc.
are available at all major bookstores. For those students who desire more formal
preparation, there are ACT and SAT prep sessions held in various locations.

12.  Should | have my tests scores reported directly to prospective colleges?

This is a personal choice. Each test offers to report your scores to several
colleges of your choice as part of your test fee application. However, if you choose to
report scores later, there is a additional application and fee involved. Score report
forms for both tests are available in the Guidance Office.

13. Can | use a calculator to take the math tests?
Information about the types and models of calculators permitted or prohibited
on the ACT and SAT can be found in the registration packet or online.

14.  Can students with disabilities take these tests?

Students with disabilities can take the ACT and SAT by receiving
accommodations during national test dates based on professionally diagnosed and
documented disabilities. Complete information and instructions are available by
taking to your school counselor.



Requesting Letters of Recommendation

When you need letters of recommendation written ask your counselor and at
least one teacher you had in the 11th or 12th grade for a core course (English, social
studies, math, science). Those individuals will need a copy of your activities.
Complete the Personal Data Sheet you received during Enrichment and give it to
anyone who writes you a letter of recommendation. Then give a copy to your counselor
to keep on file if you need any additional copies. Let the person writing the letter know
when it is due and let them know whether or not they should return it to you or mail it
directly. If they are responsible for mailing the recommendation, you should include a
stamped, addressed envelope. Allow 1-2 weeks for your letters to be written. A thank
you note to that person who wrote the letter would also be nice!

College and Career
Planning Workshop

A Workshop for Seniors and their Parents
¥Collegeand Career Planning ¥ACT/SATtests

¥Application Process ¥Interview process
¥Financial Aid ¥EssayWriting
¥Scholarships ¥And much more...

Thursday, October 4, 2007
/pm, THS Career Center

College Fair Information

The Greater Cincinnati National College Fair - The National Association for College
Admission Counseling is sponsoring their annual national fair at the Duke Energy
Center in Cincinnati on Sunday, October 7 from 1-4:00pm. Talk with representatives
from over 250 colleges and universities; attend information sessions and learn about
admission to college, financial aid, programs of study, student life and much more.
Admission is free.

Miami_University Hamilton College Fair 2007 - Miami University Hamilton in
cooperation with 10 area high schools in Butler County will sponsor a college fair on
Tuesday, October 9 from 7-8:30pm. Representatives from over 100 colleges and
universities will be present. OFinancingYour EducationOworkshop will be available for
parents and students from 6:15-7pm. Admission is free.




Historial Black Colleges and Universities College Fair - on Thursday, October 4 from
6-9pm at Crispus Attucks High School, Indianapolis, Indiana. Scholarships will be
awarded every half hour of fair. Transportation will be provided from Oxford for those
wishing to attend. Admission is free.

Performing & Visual Arts College Fair - on Tuesday, October 9 from 7-9:00pm. Fine
arts students interested in pursuing undergraduate and graduate programs of study
in the areas of music, theater, dance, visual arts, graphic design, film production and
other related disciplines have the opportunity to speak with representatives from
colleges, universities, conservatories, festivals and other educational institutions with
specialized programs in the visual and performing arts. Attendees will learn about
educational opportunities, admission and financial aid, portfolio days, audition and
entrance requirements, etc. The fair will be held at the University of Cincinnati. For
more information go to: www.nacacnet.org/fairs. Admission is free.

Greater Dayton Area College Night - on Thursday, November 1 from 6:30-8:30pm at
the University of Dayton Arena. Meet representatives from over 150 colleges &
universities across the nation. The evening will include presentations on the college
admission process & financial aid. For questions call 800-837-7433 or visit their web
site at http://admission.udayton.edu/visitud/collegenight.asp. Admission is free.

The Scholarship Corner

General Scholarships

As general scholarship information becomes available it will appear in each
newsletter. The description of each scholarship is always provided for you. Read it
carefully to see if your needs fit the criteria. Applications are available in Guidance.

Coca-Cola Scholars Program - Selection is based on a number of factors, with
special emphasis on leadership, commitment to community, academic achievement
(minimum 3.00 GPA at end of junior year) and employment. Eligibility: U.S. citizen;
current, full-time secondary school senior; pursuing a degree at an accredited U.S.
post-secondary institution. Additional information is available in the high school
Guidance Office. Amount: Variable. Application Deadline: October 31, 2007.

How should students apply?

1. Students apply on-line at www.coca-colascholars.org.
2. You will need TalawandaOSCEEB code (363-990).
3. You can print the form first in paper format to complete it and then use the

information to submit you online application.



AXA Achievement Scholarship - the AXA Foundation, in association with O.S. News &
World Report is sponsoring a scholarship program for high school seniors. For more
information visit, www.axa-achievement.com. Eligibility: well rounded, committed to
making a difference, set & reach ambitious goals, demonstrate drive & achievement,
respect for self, family & community. Amount: variable. Application Deadline:
December 15, 2007.

SunTrust Off To College Scholarship Sweepstakes - free to enter and eligibility not
based on GPA or financial need. Fifteen chances to win - one winner every two weeks,
from October through May. Apply online at offtocollege.info. Amount: $1,000 plus a
$100 SunTrust Visa gift card.

Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) - in recognition of the important contributions
made by engineers in improving the quality of our lives, particularly those related to
mobility, the Society of Automotive Engineers is offering a number of scholarships to
gualified students who are interested in the study of engineering and the related
sciences. Eligibility: 1) graduating high school senior 2) intend to earn a degree in
engineering or a related science (refer to individual scholarship descriptions) 3) meet
minimum requirements with regard to GPA, SAT | and/or ACT scores 4) citizen of USA
Amount: variable. Application Postmark Deadline: December 1, 2007.

College/University-Based Scholarships

Almost every college and university sponsors scholarships for the students
who make application to that specific school. Scholarship applications are kept on file
in the THS Guidance Office as we receive them. It is the student's responsibility to look
through the files and select scholarships they wish to apply for based upon their
career focus and school of choice. Ask your counselor for help if you have questions.

College Preview Days and Open House Activities

All colleges and universities provide OoncampusO recruitment and visitation
programs. These events allow perspective students and their parents to visit the
campus and receive an overview of what is offered in terms of academics, housing,
cultural and social opportunities. Students can attend special programs; meet with
admission and financial aid personnel; and set up appointments to talk with faculty
members. Students should contact their schools of choice to find out when these
events are scheduled.

Schools will also sponsor events in various regions of a state or the country.
These programs are usually held in community or public auditoriums as well as in
hotels and theaters. Students should contact the schools of their choice to find out
when these events are scheduled.



Examples of some programs are listed below.

¥Thomas More College is hosting ODiscoverMoreOdally days on campus programs
Saturday, Sept. 22 and Saturday, Nov. 3. Programs begin at 9am and include an
overview of Thomas More College, information sessions, a campus tour and lunch.
To register call 859-344-3332 or www.ThomasMore.edu.

¥Eastern Kentucky University is sponsoring an OEKUStudent ReceptionOon October
15 from 6:30-8pm. Students will learn about academic & social opportunities, meet
faculty & staff members. For more information contact Chris Hoover at 1-800-465-
9191 or chris.hoover@eku.edu or www.eku.edu/futurestudents then click on the
OCampusVisitOlink.

Ball State University Preview Days are scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 6 and Saturday,
Nov. 17. Programs begin at 9am and end around 2pm. You can register by calling
800-482-4278, ext. 4052 or online at www.bsu.edu/admissions/previewdays.

¥The University of Akron Preview Day is on Wednesday, October 17, 2007 for seniors
in high school and their parents. The program begins at 9am with check-in at the
Student Union. Meet with reps from admissions, financial aid, residence life, honors
college, multicultural development and more. Campus tours available.

FYI

If you have not received a Personal Data Sheet ask your counselor. Return the
completed form to your counselor. When someone needs to write you a letter of
recommendation get a copy from your counselor. If you ask a teacher, be sure you
had that person in the 11th or 12th grade for a core course. Give the person writing
your letter of recommendation an unofficial copy of your transcript and a copy of your
Personal Data Sheet so they will have a sufficient amount of information to compose
a letter. Let the person writing your letter know when it is due and whether or not they
should return it to you or mail it themselves. If the recommender is supposed to mail it
include a stamped, addressed envelope. Always allow 1-2 weeks for your letter to be
written.

The OnewO Common Application is now available online as of July 1, 2007 at
www.commonapp.org. It can be used to apply to over 300 colleges/universities to their
undergraduate programs. The application can be downloaded, completed online and
submitted electronically. Many schools use this process exclusively and give equal
consideration to the Common Application and their own form. Go online to see what
colleges and universities use the Common Application for admission.




College Representative Visits

If students want to meet with college reps they need to sign up in the Guidance
Office for an admission ticket. It must be signed on the day of the visit by the teacher
you have during the period that the appointment has been scheduled. Visits are held
in the Career Center. Additional schools may be added to the calendar so listen to the
daily announcements.

Suggested College Application Time Line

September ¥Registerfor ACT or SAT tests
¥Turnin transcript release form to counseling office
¥Writeyour college resume and/or activities sheet
¥Askat least 2 people for letters of recommendation
¥Registerwith NCAA Clearinghouse if you are an athlete planning
to play Division | or Il ball at the college level
¥Registerfor your FAFSA PIN number for you and at least one of
your parents at www.pin.ed.gov
September or ¥Havesenior pictures taken. They are due to Mr. Pete Thomas,
October 2007 yearbook advisor by December 1
¥Completeyour college essay and keep a copy on the computer
¥Narrow college choices to 3 and visit all 3 campuses if possible
¥Have letters of recommendation complete

October ¥Take ACT or SAT test

November 30 ¥Have all college applications complete and mailed to at least 3
schools of your choice

December 15 ¥Ordercap and gown, announcements, etc. for graduation

January 2008 ¥Begincompleting the FAFSA online or pick one up from the
counseling office; Call the school of your choice to find out
their priority deadline for the FAFSA

Important Web Sites for College Planning

The following web sites will be very helpful to seniors and their parents as they
move through the college and career planning process. You can find information
about military careers, colleges & universities, programs of study & training, perform
job searches and investigate different occupations, financial aid and scholarships,
assessment links, and much more.

www.schoolsoup.com Scholarships.com ncaa.org
www.pin.ed.gov www.eCampusTours.com oh.kuder.com

www.FAFSA.ed.gov www.collegeboard.com www.anycollege.com
www.fastweb.com www.actstudent.org www.studentaid.ed.gov




2007-2008
ACT National Test Dates

ACT Assessment and ACT Assessment Plus Writing

Test Date

October 27, 2007
December 8, 2007
February 9, 2008
April 12, 2008
June 14, 2008

Regular Registration
Deadline

September 21, 2007
November 2, 2007
January 4, 2008
March 7, 2008

May 9, 2008

Late Registration
Deadline

Sept. 22-Oct. 5, 2007
November 3-15, 2007
January 15-18, 2008
March 8-24, 2008
May 10-23, 2008

(Register online at www.act.org)

SAT National Test Dates

SAT with Writing

Test Date

October 6, 2007
November 3, 2007
December 1, 2007
January 26, 2008
March 1, 2008

Regular Registration
Deadline

September 10, 2007
October 2, 2007
October 30, 2007
December 26, 2007
January 29, 2008

Late Registration
Deadline

September 14, 2007
October 11, 2007
November 8, 2007
January 4, 2008
February 7, 2008

May 3, 2008
June 7, 2008

April 1, 2008
May 6, 2008

April 10, 2008
May 15, 2008

(Register online at www.collegeboard.com)

Talawanda High School College Code Number
(ceeb#)

363-990

Information and registration materials for both tests are available
in the Talawanda High School Guidance Office, however both ACT and SAT
prefer online registration because it is quicker and more efficient.



